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[By ROD DEW] 


International 
Wylie is 


road 
to compete 


racer 


in. the 


forthcoming world 500 and 250 c.c. 


championships 


in 


Europe. He 


hopes to make his world title debut 
in the Spanish Grand Prix on April 


19 and 20. 


The trip to Europe has 
been made possible by a 
substantial but undisclos- 
ed sponsorship from 
Plough (United States] 
Limited. He will race under 
the banner of Coppertone. 

“There is quite a.lot of 
money involved — more 
than enough to pay my 
passage to Europe and 
back. There should also be 
some over for travelling 
and accommodation 
expenses. It is the best 
sponsorship | have ever 
had and it is certainly 





Dale Wylie 
going to be-a tremendous 
help,” said Wylie. 
Although still sporting a 
heavily plastered right arm 


— the result of the 
disastrous crash which put 
him out of the Marlboro 
international series earlier 
this year — the former 
New Zealand champion is 
confident of giving a good 


account of himself in 
Europe. 
He has been there 


before, in 1971, but on that 
occasion did not attempt 
the world championship 
grand prix meetings. 

His broken wrist and 
elbow. have been x-rayed 
and are healing perfectly. 
The plaster is now off the 
„elbow but It will be some 
weeks yet before the 
plaster comes off entirely. 
Because of this, he has 
abondoned plans.to race in 
the:Easter Malaysian meet- 


ings and will also miss the 
first world championship 
rounds in the French 
Grand Prix on March 28 
and 30. . 

Wylie suffered the 
injuries when he crashed 
his TZ250 Yamaha in 
practice for the Timaru 
round of the Marlboro 
series. He was Within a 
point of the series leader, 
American junior champion 


“Pat Hennen, at the time. 


Hennen, of course, went 
on to win the series. 

In the 500cc class of the 
world championships, 
Wylie will race a TR500 
Mark ` Il water-cooled 
Suzuki. This is to be lent 
to him by an Asian 
company on the under- 
standing that he will return 
with it for the South East 
Asian circuit meeting in 


- September. 


Wylie is satisfied that 
the Suzuki, although little 
changed over the years, 
will be fully competitive. 
“The only bikes which | 
think will be better will be 
the Italian MV-Agustas and 
the new Suzuki Works 
fours. Yamaha's four was a 
big disappointment last 
northern season. It was a 
big bike with a small 
motor.” 

He said that the power- 
to-weight ratio of the 
Suzuki was little different 
to that of the bigger 
Yamaha  TZ750. “The 
Suzuki is not that much 
slower than the 700s. | am 
sure it will be able to 
compete in the 500 class.” 

The - 24-year-old New 
Zealander is also keen to 
use a Suzuki because of Its 
uncomplicated nature. 
“There are so many meet- 
ings to compete in that | 
have got to have some- 
thing which requires ʻa 
minimum of maintenance. 
Also, every circuit will. be 
new to me andj they will be 
difficult to learn. | want to 
be on a machine | know 
how to ride properly.” 

Much of Wylie's career 





Dale: 








Kiwis Beat Poles 


Barry Briggs and Gary Peterson led the New Zealand speedway 
team to victory in the final, decisive test against the visiting 
Polish team at Auckland. Each scored totals of 18 points to 
help defeat the Poles by 70 points to 38. Ivan Mauger backed 
them up with 16 points. Top points scorer for the Poles was 
Zenon Plech with 12, followed by Edward Jancarz, who earned 
11 points for his team. The Kiwis‘ victory meant that New 
Zealand won the test series by two tests to one. The first test, 
won by New Zealand, was declared null and void after it was 
discovered that the fuel used on the occasion was ‘bad’ The 
Kiwis also won the second test at Templeton, Christchurch, 
but were defeated at the Wellington Te Marua track. 






















Brian Martin, one of the top 125cc and 250cc riders in Australia last season, expects to remain 
in New Zealand 'for a couple of months' following the Pall Mall national moto cross finals on 
March 9. There is nothing much on over there at the moment’, he told NZMCN, “and | am 
more impressed with the circuits in New Zealand so | might as well stay on for a while’. 
photo of Martin above was taken at the Ixion club's St John's benefit moto cross. 


The 





has been spent racing 
Suzukis. He won the 
Marlboro series on one last 
year and also claimed the 
national 500 c.c. champ- 
ionship for the second 
time. 

At one stage, Wylie had 
considered converting his 
TZ750 Yamaha to 500cc but 
put this aside when the 
offer of the Suzuki was 
made. He will now leave 
the TZ750 Yamaha behind 
and will race it in the next 
Marlboro series. 

The Suzuki will remain 
in Asia after he has 
completed the world 
championship circuit. 

For the 250cc class, 
Wylie intends to take his 
own TZ250 Yamaha with 
him. 

He does not envisage 
any problem getting 
entries. "There are no 
other New Zealanders over 
there at the moment. | 
think I stand a much better 
chance of getting entries 
than a.lot of very good 
English riders." 

He admits that compet- 
ing in the world champion- 
ships will be for prestige 
rather than money. His 
finances will be boosted 
by competing in the 
numerous promoted meet- 
ings between world 
championship rounds. 

There is -one 
championship round Wylie 
intends to miss — the Isle 
of Man T.T. In June. He 
watched the racing there 
when he visited Europe in 
1971 and reports that “one 
look was enough for me.” 

Turn to p.15 for dates of 


this year’s World Champ- 
Tonship rounds. 


world' 
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The NZACU has issued a bulletin recommending that clubs 


encourage the use of “mutes” 


every branch of motor cycle sport. 


while the muting of two-stroke 


an all competition machinery in 


The bulletin states that 
moto cross machines has gener: 


ally become accepted, noise level restrictions which are being intro- 
duced by many Local Bodies prompt the NZAEU exective to issue 


the recommendation. 


To assist with the enforcing öf 
such restrictions, clubs may put 
muting requiremerits in the Sup- 
plementary Regulations of their 
meetings. 

But the NZACU is unable to 
recommend a definite level for 
noise readings or a 100% proven 
method of measuring it. Instead, 
copies of ACU (London) instruct- 
ions on the control of exhaust 
noise at scrambles, grass track 
meetings and trials are issued 
with the bulletin. 

These instructions are unlikely. 
to have much useful application, 
however, and it could be that 
initially at least, some clubs. 
which include noise emission 
requiremetns in their supplemen- 
tary regulations will have no. set 
guide lines to follow for their 
enforcement. 

Some form of noise reduction. 


at other types of'meetings as 
well. as moto cross is widely 
acknowledged as being both 
desirable and necessary. Road 
racing, which is probably the. 
biggest culprit when it comes to 
the noise problem, may not prove 
to be such a thorny problem as 
one may first think. This form 
of racing in Australia and else- 
where is already subject to noise 
emission regulations and many 
road racers in New Zealand have 
already fitted controlling devices 
to their machines. 

One problem at the moment is 
that without definite guidelines 
to follow, any regulations could. 
be open to diverse interpretation. 
But it would appear that as long 
as reasonably effective and. 
competent efforts have been 
made to mute machines, few pro- 
blems would be encountered. 
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'prize money avail: 


eoíconial. 
It’s sad but true that the relatively recent increase in the amount of 
ble at race meetings has been accompanied by a 


decrease in the spirit of friendship and co-operation. between compet-: 
itors. Once upon a time it didn't matter what the opposition rode or 
who was better than whom, if someone was in a position to be able 


to assist a fellow 


ler in trouble, he did, confident in the knowledge 
that if something was to befall him, the other guy would ri 


iprocate. 


Although it is not true to say that this no longer happens, it seems that 
the feeling of camaraderie amongst the competitors, particularly at the 


bigger gatherings, 
Generally spe: 


not as evident as it used to be. 


the more intimate the atmosphere. Increasing the numbers is bound 
to increase the risk of riders coming into contact with people with 
whom they don’t see eye-to-eye. Minor incidents are likely to occur 
with more frequency which alienate the people involved and the more 
of these incidents that occur, the less inclined one feels to b e amiable. 


The irony creased 






that the sport is gaining in popularity, the result is in competitors be- 
coming wary of everyone other than those they know to be ‘friendly’. 
The higher prize money available today is only indirectly to blame. 


The old adage "' 







ie more you get the more you want” has some basis 


for foundation but there is more to it than that. It costs a lot of 
money to travel the length and breadth of the country to compete in 
meetings, as anyone With aspirations to reach the top must do, ànd it 
€osts a lot of money to maintain the specialised racing machinery in all 
forms of motor cycle sport which are available today. Sponsorship is 
not easy to come across and the majority of privately-financed comp— 
etitors will be finding it increasingly difficult to continue their sport 


on a regular and frequent basis. 








So we are faced with the irony again. Sport needs the injection of 
money to attract the public and to offer some comeback to those tak- 
ing part but it tends to undermine one of the fundamental bases for 


sport and recreation of all types - the sheer enjoyment of it. — «4 
It would be ridiculous to suggest that pri 


monies should be der 


imal and even more so to suggest that entries should be kept low. 


The idea should be to encourage 


ticipation, not discourage it. What 


is required is a sense of responsibility from everyone involved - the 
organisers the sponsors, and most of all, the riders. Anyone who wants 
to get something from the sport should be prepared to put something 
back in. There is no better way for riders to do that than by the simple 
act of getting on with each other and by acknowledging their respons- 


ibilities to the sport itself. 


Trials riders have in the past banded together merely for the enjoy- 
ment of the sport and social contact and have not competed for any 
financial gain. The rewards have been mainly intangible with perhaps 


a medal or award for the top competitors. But 


e other motor cycle 


sports, trials can be hard on the riders’ pockets. It will be interesting 
to see just what effect, if any, the Kapiti club's observed trial event 
on March 9 has on the sport and riders. The club is offering prize 
money totalling $170 for the first five place-getters in A and B grade, 
and while that isn’t much it is enough to ensure that the top riders 
will at least be able to recoup most of their expenses. 


Calenoar 


March 


9 Pall. Mall NZ mx finals‘at Teddington, Christchurch; Gisborne 
club's Min TT at Gillingham’s; Wairarapa dub's Min TT. 

15 Auckland club's road races at Pukekohe (Nat 250cc points); ` 
Papakura club's beach meeting (Nat 350cc title) at Kariotahi. 

16 Thames club's first round Waikato A-Grade trials series; 
Manawatu club's $1000 mx at Woodville; Hawkes Bay club's mx. 


23 Hawkes Bay club's Scott trial; Wangant 


lub's mx at Rapanui; 


Napier club's mx at Puketapu (Connor’s); Nelson club's mx at 
Overton's; Gisborne club's %4-mile sprint at Matawhero. 


29/ 
S0 Christchurch. 
30 


New Zealand Grand Prix national road races at Ruapuna Park, 


Raglan club's Glenvale Wines Enduro; Whakatane club's beach 


meeting; North King Country club's mx. 
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-MARLBORO SIDECARS 
UN A A 


Sir, 


| have been looking 
through. my photos taken 
during the Marlboro series. 
at both Gracefleld and Bay 
Park. Among the photos | 
have shots of two sidecars 
numbered "7" and "A". | 
would be grateful if 
someone could tell me 
who they are — | think "A" 
is an Australian. 

While on the subject of 
the Marlboro Serles | 
honestly feel that the two 
race meetings | went to 
had the most sustained, 
close, high-speed racing 
that | have ever seen 
anywhere. This only proves 
what became evident in the 
UK with the MCN's (the 
British ` one) Superbike 
serles, that the big bikes 
produce close and fast 
racing but, more import- 
ant, seem to look fast. 

| am eagerly looking 
forward to the next Marl- 
boro series. Perhaps the 
sidecars could have a 
sponsored series too, they 
deserve it. 


As far as we can 
ascertain, the outfits to 
which you refer are those 
of Australians lan Fry/ 
David Nell [letter A, 
Triumph] and South Island- 
ers Ivan Clark/Allan Boyle, 
(7, Kawasaki 750.] The 
Sidecar Riders” Associat- 
ion [P.O. Box 217, Napier] 
should be able to answer 
further enquiries; the 
secretary-treasurer is 
“Shorty” Rea. Ed. 


BAY PARK 


Sir, 

| read with much interest 
your article on the changes 
for “the “Next Marlboro 
Series; in particular Mike 
Buchanan's comment that 
the Bay Park meeting had 
a "lousy" attendance and 
that he would be interested 
in looking at Gisborne next 
year in preference. | would 
like to point out that at the 
Bay. Park ground the 
attendance was the best 
yet for a motorcycle 
meeting at the circuit. 
Attendance may have been 
“lousy” In Mr Buchanan's 
opinion, but did he take 
into account the Inclement 
weather and the fact that 
the day: was not a 
Statutory Holiday? — 
many would-be spectators 
had to work! 

However from a spectator 
and organisational view- 
point, it was a great 
success with all existing 
records being broken. For 
your information they are: 

0-125cc - 74.2 secs. D. 
HOLMES & A. MITCHELL 
— Yamaha TA 125. : 

250cc 65.0 secs D. 
WYLIE — Yamaha TZ250. 


350cc 63.0 secs. T. 
DISCOMBE — Yamaha 
TZ350. 


500cc 63.0 secs — T. 
DISCOMBE & S. DUNDON 
— Suzuki TR500 

Open 59.8 secs — P. 
HENNEN — Suzuki TR750 
(Previously 61.8 secs — T. 
DISCOMBE) 

Sidecar 70.1 secs — P. 
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GROUND RULES 

Opinions expressed in the corres- 
pondence column are not necessarily 
those of the Editor, who reserves 
the right to shorten letters and 
correct grammar. Letters of 200 
words or less will stand a greater 
chance of publication than thoss of 
greater wordage. 


CORBETT & S. FORBES 
— Suzuki 750 

Production 65.0 secs — 
G. CROSBY — Kawasaki 


H2 750 
J.W. JOE 
CHIEF TIMEKEEPER 
TAURANGA MOTOR- 
CYCLE CLUB 


TS 185L FAN 


Sir, 

Could you, or are you 
planning to do, a 
comprehensive. road *and 
dirt test on the Suzuki TS 
185L in the near future? 

I have recently purchas- 
ed same while they were 
reduced to $755.00 as have 
quite a few of my. club 
friends. We think they are 
tremendous value as they 
seem a weli-balanced bike 
for road as well as having 
good off-road characterist- 
lcs. 

| have also purchased a 
hot-up kit as well as a 400 
x 18 rear tyre. With these 
and a 130 main jet fitted | 
have had 9500 r.p.m. and 
145 k.p.h. (90 m.p.h.) 
indicated, with really good 
acceleration. 


I'm afraid we can't say at 
this stage when we will be 
doing a test on the blke 
you mention. Ed. 


LITTLE PEOPLE 


Sir, 
As an avid reader of this mag- 














dis 


s most dissappointed , 
rage.of the Marlboro 








Fair enough, lap-by-lap re- 
ports on the actuall Marlboro 
races, but no mention (or very 
little) of the other races, (125's, 
0's, B grade, etc.) 

Surely, this type of reporting 
is rather short sighted, It is the 
OTHER races which make up 
the bulk of the program at most 
meetings. 

| should imagine that the 
LITTLE people are the bulk of 
the subscribers to this magazine, 
so | think you could at least men- 
tion friends of these people.who 
máy have got somewhere in the 
less, glamorous events. Enough 














said! 
Ken Clarke, WELLINGTON, 





Fair comment. But you must 
realise there’s only so much space 
to fill in the paper and a lot of 
other things were happening at 
the same time as the Marlboro 
Series, As much as we would 
have liked to go into more detail 
of the supporting events, the 
economics of the situation dict- 
ated otherwise. 

EDITOR. 


AUCKLAND COVERAGE 

Sir 

| like your magazine but 
| have got a couple of gripes. 
The first is, how come you 
don't print very much of 
what’s happening here up 
north? You co ver all the 
important stuff but you 
never (or hardly ever) do 
anything on the minor events 
in the Auckland area, Yet 
you manage to do this for 
dubs further south, 
My second gripe is, how 
come you haven’t done a 
road test on the Suzuki 
rotary? It's been in the 
country for a fair while 
now | believe so what's 
the hold up? 

My third complaint 
has to do with the time 
lapse between the time 
the guys down south get 
their copies of the mag 
and-the-time-it appears 
here in Auckland. | suppose 
the difference exists bec- 
ause your offices are in 
Wellington and it's easier 
to send out to shops there 
than everywhere else, 

Apart from these points 
I like your mag. Really. 
L. Lucas 
Mount Eden 


We realise the Auckland 
area isn't being given the 
coverage it might deserve 
and we are in the process 
of trying to rectify the 
situation. Club secretaries 
or publicity men could 
help by sending us a brief 
story with results of these 
minor meetings. 






























steel 
type sole, 





LAWTON 
SBOYLE 
SUZUKI 


PHONE 58-429. 557-060 


MOTO CROSS BOOTS 
NOW IN STOCK 


Upper made of waterproof leather, SIDI buckles with small rollers, Reinforced 
108 cap, Leather lining, moulded and padded ankles. Midsole reinforced by 
Steel cap to protect sole to upper seam. made with smooth MX 


A RANGE OF SIZES AVAILABLE at 
METZELER # 


MOTO CROSS TRAILS ROAD and HIGH SPEED TOURING TYRES 
We have a full range of these top quality German tyres arriving shortly. 


also in Stock 410 x 18;425 x18 DUNLOP TT100 tyres 
$29.95ea. 


sport | 


$78.00 par 
TYRES 


ADELAIDE RD,LMVD 
“AFTER HOURS 836-165 
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Former New Zealand 
350cc road racing champ- 
ion Stewart Avant [Christ- 
Church] has taken his 
TZ750 Yamaha to Australia 
where he plans to compete 
in all major events during 
the winter months. - 

His first big outing will 
be in the Australian 
unlimited grand prix at 
Bathurst at Easter. His 
commitment to this means 
that he will be unable to 
defend his New Zealand 
senior and junior grand 
prix titles at Ruapuna Park 
on March 29. 

Avant never quite got to 
grips with the big TZ750 
during the Marlboro series 
and has high hopes that he 
will get the measure of it 
in the hurly burly of 
Australian racing. Al- 
though he will race in all 
championship meetings 
during the winter, he does 
not intend to compete in 
the next Pan Pacific 
international series. 


Instead, he will return to 


New Zealand to prepare 
himself and his machine 
for the next Marlboro 


Stu Avant at Bay Park 
international serles, 
Scheduled to start next 
Christmas. 

Another top rider who 
will miss the New Zealand 
grand prix is John Boote 
(Christchurch). He, too, 
has his sights on the rich 
Bathurst meeting and will 
almost certainly stay on in 
Australia afterwards. Un- 
like Avant, he will probably 
attempt to race in the Pan 
Pacific series as well as 
the New Zealand Marlboro 
events. 

Boote's younger brother, 
Gary, who is also sponsor- 
ed by Levi's, Is: undecided 


ANT 








: DA PN Lad. 
NZMCN photographer, 


Martin Stewart, 


is on 





receiving end for a change as he straddles the petrol tank 
in an effort to placate the front wheel of his perky Suzuki 
TM400. The occasion was a hill climb run at the Horoklwi 
Quarries, between Wellington and Lower Hutt recently. 
The conditions proved a bit of a handful for the bigger 
bikes and the fastest time of the day was put up by John 
Gibbons on a Honda CR125. Gibbons managed to break 
the record for the twisting, gravel climb despite heavy rain 
and low visibility. He completed the run In fractionally 
over 52 seconds. Martin came fourth overall. 




















ET | 
= TUE 
whether to join the cross- 
Tasman traffic and race at 
Bathurst or stay behind 
and make an attempt to 
win his first New Zealand 
grand prix title. The prize 
money has been raised 
considerably this time and 
the senior grand prix, 
previously limited to 500cc 
machines, has been 
opened up to machines up 
to 1050cc, opening the way 
clear for the hords of 

TZ750 Yamahas. 

Gary is also mindful of 
the fact that he is only 
three points behind Murray 
de Lacy (Hamilton) In the 
New Zealand 250 road 
racing serles and that the 
grand prix race in this 



























-class could well clinch the 


outcome for him. 


Top 
Overseas 
MXer To 


CoachIn 
N.Z.? : 


Hard on the heels of the 
Wellington Ixion Club's 
announced plans to hold a 
$5000 winter moto cross 
series, comes further news 
of the club's efforts to 
promote the sport. A 
spokesman for the club 
told NZMON that several 
overseas "name" .moto 
orossers are being contact- 
ed with a view to one of 
them spending about three 
months in New Zealand 
next summer teaching and 
riding moto cross, with all 
expenses paid by Ixion. 
Some of those who have 
been, or will be contacted 
are Jeff Smith, Dave 
Bickers, Vic Eastwood and 
Arthur Lampkin of Britain, 
and professional tutor, 
Gary Bailey, of the U.S.A. 
"He doesn't have to be 
one of the top riders 
around now" said the 
spokesman, "as long as he 
has been successful in this 
field. Above all, he must 











be capable of teaching 
moto cross." 

Ixion hoped that who- 
ever fills the position 
would be able to spend 
three months in New 


Zealand, teaching mainly 
in the lower half of the 
North Island, although this 
Is flexible. It is envisaged 
that schools will be held in 
mid-week in the evening 
and on Saturdays. Sun- 
days would be left free for 
the visitor to compete In 
events up and down the 





country. 

Small fund-raising 
schemes and race meet- 
ings will help provide 


finance for the operation. 


WENYYEXEPNEEEPPHEEENNEREKERERAASA A 


AVAILABLE NOW 


Leda "PROFESSIONAL" M.X. Leathers. 
FIBRE GLASS KNEE CAPS, POLYPROPYLENE SHIN 
GUARDS. THE ULTIMATE IN M.X. LEATHERS. 
Made to measure; $78.00 


LEDA 


LEATHERS 


P.O. BOX 37093 STOKES VALLEY Tel. S.V. 8176. 





YAMAHA 


SUZUKI 


North Shore 
Motorcycles Ltd. 


320 LAKE ROAD, TAKAPUNA 
202 HINEMOA ST, BIRKENHEAD AFTER HOURS 
496-897 TAKAPUNA 495-739 


486-566 BIRKENHEAD L.M.V.D. 47-86-282 


New SX-175 


A full range of Harley Davidsons is available 


HUTT MOTORCYCLE CENTRE 


82 Victoria St. Lower Hutt 
(Under Ewen Bridge) Ph: 661-487 


DENSELUBE 
SUPERCHAIN 


BY JACWAL 


1 DENSELUBE metal 3 PRESS-FIT assembly 
bushings with built-in assures that proper 
lubrication. positioning of link- 

plates is maintained. 
























2 LINKPLATES are 
heat-treated, shot- 
peened and precision 
finished. 


4 PINS are case 
hardened, machined, 
and finished to close 

tolerances. 







SEE YOUR LOCAL M/CYCLE DEALER 


DISTRIBUTED BY: 
LAURIE SUMMERS ACCESSORIES LTD 
55 UPPER QUEEN ST., AUCKLAND 

ST. ASAPH ST., CHRISTCHURGH 















New water- 


cooled Kawa 
road race 
machines 


Kawasaki is launching a serious attack on world road 
racing this year with three new water cooled models — 


the KR 750, the HIR-W [500cc] and the KR 250 piloted by 


factory riders in North America, Europe, Australia and 


Japan. - 

French-Canadian ace 
and seasoned Kawasaki 
campaigner Yvon Du 
Hamel and young 
American Jim Evans, who 
Joined the Los Angeles- 
based  Kawakaki Motor 
Corporation in mid-season 
last year, will contest the 
lucrative AMA series in the 
USA. 

Du Hamel will join 
Englishmen Mick Grant 
and Barry Ditchburn to 
compete in the 250 and 
500cc European Grands 


Prix and Formula 750 
events, while Grant and 
Ditchburn will venture 


across the Atlantic for the 
Daytona and Ontario (Cal- 
ifornia) meetings. 

Veteran Australian racer 
Ron Toombs,~who had a 
very successful 1974 
season aboard a factory 
air-cooled Kawasaki H2R, 
looks destined for one of 
the new 750's and Japan- 


ese riders M. Wada and T. 
Abe will contest the major 
Japanese races plus Day- 
tona and Ontario. 

The KR 250 is an all-new 
machine with an in-line 
twin cylinder two-stroke 
engine which breathes 
through rotary disc valves. 
Further information is not 
yet avallable but photos of 
the new machine show a 
single disc brake front and 


rear, magnesium alloy 
wheels and distinctive 
exhaust routing. The 


chamber from the front 
cylinder passes under the 
frame and emerges below 
the right-hand swing arm 
member. That from the 
rear cylinder snakes its 
way upwards and exits on 
the left hand side just 
below the seat. The French 
GP on March 28 and 30 will 
probably mark the Europ- 
ean debut for the KR 250... 









Ellison's 250cc 
Beach Title 


by MARTIN STEWART 


Peka Peka Beach, just 
north of Wellington, was 
the scene of the 1975 New 
Zealand ~250cc - Beach 
Championships on Feb- 
ruary 22. A field of 20 
disappeared en masse 
down the half-mile straight 
at the start but on the 
return run it was well 
spread out, with Gary 
Ellison and Chris Stoe- 
bener tussling out in front 
on their Suzukis. Both 
riders appeared to be equal 


through the tight hairpins” 


at each end of the mile 
circuit but Ellison's 
modified TS 250 seemed to 
have a bit more grunt at 
the top end. As the race 


progressed Stoebener 
made a couple of small 
mistakes which allowed 
Ellison to open up guite a 
substantial lead and finish 
the race almost two-thirds 
of a mile ahead of'the 
second place getter 

Other races of the day 
included — the "Open 
Provincial Cup”. Nearly 
everyone lined up for a 
mass start, with motor- 
cycles ranging from 125's 
through to a 650cc Benelli 
(the same one Keith Turner 
road races.) 

Keith Tinney and Roger 
Hinton worked their way 
through to the lead after 
only half a lap and 
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INZ 250cc Beach champ, Gary Ellison, lays his modified Suzuki | 
TS 250 over at the end of the %-milo straight. 





Water cooling should make the Kawasakl 750 factory racers even m 


gradually pulled away from 
the slower bikes. Third 
place became a tussel 
between John Devine, Gary 
Ellison, and Dale Wood on 
the 650 Benelll. As the 20. 
laps progressed Hinton 
retired. Tinney's 400 Suz- 
ukl was really flying and he 
even managed to lap the 
.Second placegetter. Dale 


An Interesting newcomer to the 250cc World Champlonships, the Kawasaki KR 250. 


Wood was looking after 
the Benelli really wall, 
washing it in the sea 

nearly every lap. 

Tinney had to stop 
two laps before the finish 
for petrol; however, he 
still managed to finish a 


mile ahead of anyone else.. 


Tinney and Ellison tled f 
the Douglas Cup, which is 





KR-750 


iore competitive In 1975. 


| 








KR-250 


awarded to the rider with 
the most points on the 
day. 


Results: NZ 250cc Beach 
Champs - G. Ellison, Suzuki 250, 
1; C. Stoebener, Suzuki 250, 2; 
S. Horwell, Suzuki 250, 3; Open 
Provincial Cup - K. Tinney, 
Suzukl 400, 1; J. Devine, Suzuki 
400; 2; G, Ellison, Suzuk! 250, 
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Ross tops at sodden 
S.I, Pall Mall semi final 


Despite various prayers and hopes, the rain and drizzle 
which began in the Dunedin area on Friday failed to let up 
by Sunday.'As a result, the course for the South Island 
semi final of the Pall Mall New Zealand Moto Cross 
Championship held at Waihola proved a sodden, slippery 
challenge for the large group of qualifiers. 


Held ‘on the relatively 
new Popham's Farm 
Circuit, nestled away in the 
foothills near peaceful 
Lake Waihola, the meeting 
attracted a large crowd-and 
was a credit to the Otago 
Motorcycle Club, which 
had to overcome many 
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of racing gear for miles. 
Impressive in practice 
was Australian B. Roberts, 
. who rode his Husqvarna in 
such a confident manner 
that many had him in mind 
for high placings in the 
A-grade events. However, 
he never quite reached, the 
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Australian A-grade rider, B. Roberts, showed up will in practice on his 


Husqvarna. 
difficulties on the day. 

By thé time practice had 
[finished it was generally 
‘agreed that four heats per 
class would be impract- 
ical, and two were settled 
for. 

The rider's meeting also 
requested a section of the 
course-be remarked — the 
first of several changes — 
after some riders had got 
into all sorts of trouble in 
the wet conditions. 

Practice itself saw the 
end of at least one 
challenge: The Montesa of 
Paul Doecke suffered | 
mechanical problems and 
failed to make it to the 
start line. Doecke, one of 
the favoured A-graders, 
spent the rest of the day 
wandering about the area 
looking slightly lost, but 
sporting the cleanest set 
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'A-grader R, Mulqueen from Dunedin lines up his Honda 
slippery right-hander. 


same heights during the 
heats, and it was left to 
Christchurch's Larry Ross 
to provide the gallery with 
a fine display of wet 
weather riding. A 

The first A-grade heat 
saw Ross on a Suzuki lead 
the field up the long hill 
after the start, with Gary 
Goodfellow, making a 
determined comeback on 
his Honda after spending 
some months on the 
sideline nursing a pinned 
leg, and Rob Happer 
(Honda) not too far behind. 

The top placings chang- 
ed very little as Ross 
increased his lead so that 
by the end of the race he 
had an advantage of 
several hundred yards on 
Goodfellow with Happer 
further back in third place. 

Graeme Stapleton 





by PETE DONALDSON 


(Kawasaki), who’ spent 
most of the first race 
midfield in the pack, but 
worked his way up to fifth 
by the end, gave Ross. a 
good run in the second 
heat after Goodfellow re- 
tired while leading with a 
common problem of the 
day — water in the 
electrics. 

However, at time of 
writing, Stapleton's win is 
subject to protest, which 
may mean that Ross, 
Happer and Graham Sword 
(Suzuki) will move up a 
place. 

B-grade racing success 
went to Blenheim's Des 
Boyce, who after finishing 
second to Allan Sinclair in 
the first heat, came back 
with a great display of 
riding to take the second 
race from John Hanning. 

Neill Roberts on a 
cantilever Yamaha showed 
up well, and his consistent 
riding paid off with a third 
place. overall. Boyce was 
first overall and Hanning 
second. 

It was in the C-grade 
that the closest result 
occured. D. Gottermeyer 
and Dave McAllum each 
scored a first and second 
in the heats to take equal 
first place overall. Ken 
Roberts was third overall. 

The first heat of the 125 
class resulted in a rerun 
and another course change 
following a spectacular 
multiple pile up on the 
tricky downhill section just 
after the start. 

The rerun was won by 
Alan Bryce who followed it 
up with a second place in 
the second heat behind 
Brian Donaldson, to take 
first place overall. 

lan Brown rode well all 
day to score two third 
places and finish overall 
third equal with P. Terrace. 

And as the final 125 race 
ended and the last of the 
riders slithered into the 
pits, several small boys 
amused the thinning crowd 
with some mud sliding 


‘antics, but it was nothing 


new. The boys did not 
have to worry about 
picking up -a bike at the 
end of their slide. 


Unofficial results are:- 

A-qrade — First heat: L. Ross 
Suzuki 1; G. Goodfellow Honda, 
2; R. Happer Honda, 3; Second 
heat; G. Stapleton, Kawasakl, 1; 
Ross, 2; Happer, 3; Overall: 
Ross 1; Happer and Stapleton, 
equal 2. B Grade — First heat: 
A. Sinclair, Suzuki, 1; D. Boyce, 
Husqvarna, 2; V. -Roberts, 
Yamaha, 3; Second heat: Boyce, 
1; J. Hanning, Honda, 2; H. 
Sproull, Honda, 3; Overall: 
Boyce 1; Hanning, 2; Roberts, 
3. C. Grade — First heat; D. 
Gottermeyer, Honda, 1; D. 
McAllum, Honda, 2; P. Walton, 
Yamaha, 3; Second heat: 
McAllum, 1; Gottermeyer, 2; K. 
Roberts, Honda, 3; Overall: 
McAllum and Gottermeyer, equal 
1; Roberts, 3. 125 Class — First 
heat: A. Bryce, Honda, 1; B. 
Carpenter, Honda, 2; J. Brown, 
Suzukl, 3. Second heat: B. 
Donaldson, Honda, 1; Bryce, 2; 
Brown, 3; Overall: Bryce, 1; 
Donaldson, 2; Brown, 3. 
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Kawasaki is launching 
racing this year with thre 
the KR 750, the HIR-W [5C 
factory riders in North A 
Japan. - 
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ima Sa re ZN as ae 
A reader from Taumarunui has sent us these pix of up 10 utility vehicles (count ‘em) and after a suit- 
local rider, O. Flintoff, as he performs his daring able run-up proceeded to leap over them all on his 
deeds at a recent local A&P show. Flintoff lined Honda CR 250. (‘Evel Who?’) 
136 LONDON ST. = 


HAMILTON 
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APT Disc brake pads. 
.NZ distributors. APT 
pads suit all Kawasakis 
also Yamaha pads avail- 
able. Road and Race 


TRADE SUPPLIED 
dust landed Dunlop racing 


tyres all sizes TT 100s 
460 x 18 MX Tyres 


English Lewis racing gloves 
and leathers now available 


‘Racing Spark plugs NCK 
and Champion 


Two young enthusiasts by the names of Gavin 
DES and Wayne Cadwallader, ages six and 
nine, put on a similar scaled-down performance a trials bi 

on their Yamaha mini-trails, flying over a trio a rather MN Vege peu ovr 
of pedal cars much to the delight and amuse- y 


he same show C. 
Brown performed the popular stunt of riding 


New and used Yamaha and 
Kawasaki motorcycles 








the Wellington Ixion club 


A benefit moto cross held by the Wellington Ixion club real- 
ised about $300 for the St John's ambulance brigade on Feb- 
ruary 23. But the races themselves could almost be said to 
have been a Peter Boyle benefit. The young Lower Hutt rider 
sped to three effortless wins in 125cc class events, won two 
open class races and gained a second and a third in two others. 


Though 
Dixon set four-stroke fans’ 
hearts a-flutter by setting 
a hot pace in the first few 
laps. The steady 'thump, 
thump' of his BSA 500 did 
not give an audible impress- 
ion of speed but by the end 
of three laps Dixon hada 
commanding lead over 
Martin and Whitaker, both 
of whom were mounted on 
cantilever YZ 250 Yamahas. 
Reg's brother, Colin, who 
also campaigns a BSA 500, 
followed the leading trio but 
was hard pressed by Boyle, 
who had a bad start and was 
lying eighth after the first 


lap. 

Lambess also had his 
YZ 360 Yamaha in a chall- 
enging position behind Col- 
in Dixon but a fall on the 
third lap put him back to 
eighth behind Lockwood, 
who was putting in a comm- 
endable performance on 
his diminutive Honda 
CR 125. 

Martin hit the front 
on the fifth lap and rapidly 
asserted his authority by 
pulling away from the rest 
of the field at the rate of 
a couple of seconds per 
lap. Boyle got passed 
C. Dixon and a couple of 

laps later ducked his Suz- 
uki RH 250 inside Whit- 
aker's Yamaha for third 
place. 

The order continued un- 
changed until the eighth 
lap, when the fight for 
second place really began. 
Boyle put Dixon between 
himselfiand Whitaker and 
headed off after Martin. 

But Whitaker was having 
none of it and by the time 
another lap had been reel- 
ed off he was right on 
Boyle's tail. Somewhere 
on the last lap he managed 
to snick into second and 
as they raced to the flag 
Whitaker was slightly ahead. 
He hit the final upward 
jump and as his rear wheel 
left the ground Boyle lined 
himself up for the shallow 
groove on the inside line. 
When Whitaker turned 
on the wick again he was 
maybe five feet in front 
of the Suzuki rider but 
Boyle had taken a lower 
trajectory and in the 
dash for the flag some 
20 or so yards away he 
made up virtually all the 
distance. The official 
nod went to Whitaker 
but it must have been no 
more than a tyre's width 
between them. 
In the previous open 
- grade race Boyle led for 
the whole Six laps from 
Martin and Lambess, while 
the Wairarapa rider headed 
off Boyle.and Whitaker in 
the Invitation 250cc and 
Though he will no doubt be 
pleased with his return to form, 
Boyle will temper his results 
with the knowledge that few 
of the North's top moto cross- 
ers were present, Brian Martin, 
Warren Lambess and, as it turn- 
ed out, Gary Whitaker, were 
his biggest obstacles in the 
bigger capacity classes while 
wedohn.Gibbons and Peter 
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A St John's Ambulance Brigade benefit moto cross held by 


Lockwood were his closest 
rivals in the 125cc events. 
Martin was less than pleas- 
ed with his performances on 
the day, though he had the 
satisfaction of winning the 
feature event of the day 
by a comfortable margin 
of about-10 seconds. 
New Plymouth's Reg 


Dixon set four-stroke fans’ 
The 125cc class was divided 
into odd numbers and even 
numbers. Boyle dominated 
the races of even numbered 
machines on a Suzuki TM 
125 and also won the 125cc 
invitation race from John 
Gibbons and Peter Lock- 
wood, both of whom raced 
Honda CR 125's. 

G. Brinck kept his Honda 
ahead of N. Levings and 
G. Harvey in both odd- 
number races. 
The three trail bike 





interesting machines, 
including one TY 250 
Yamaha trials mount. Who 




















ever rode it did a pretty 
good job, too, because 
he was far from last. 
G. Page, on a Suzuki TS 
250, was the dominant 
figure in this class. He 
claimed two firsts and a 
second place behind J, Blam- 
ey (Suzuki TS 400). 

K. Old performed well 
on his Yamaha 175 to 
come home with a second 
place and a third. 


Results 
Results were: Race One, 125cc 
odd numbers B 







|. Brinok, 17 
N. Lavings,2; G. Harvey,3. 
Race Two, 125cc even numb- 
ers, P. Boyle,1; J. Gibbons,2; 
P, Lockwood,3. Race Three, 
over 125cc, P. Boyle, 1; P. 
Turnbull,2; G. Whitaker,3. 
Race Four, trall bikes, J. 
Blamey, 1; G. Page, 2; K. 
Old, 3; Race Flve, 125cc 
invit; Boyle, 1; Glbbons,2; 












Lambess,1; Boyle, 2; Whit- 
cont on p. 15 
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Technically a 500cc but with 750cc 
plant could be the forerunner of a new age In two-wheel transport. 


No motor-cycle has generated 
in the 


greater interest 


, the RE-5 pi 


last two 


decades than the remarkable Suzuki 
RE-5 rotary powered roadster — the 


first in the world of its kind to be 


mass produced. The end product of 


one of 


the most 


courageous 


development projects of modern 


times, it 


is certain to have a 


considerable and lasting effect on 
the two-wheeler industry. 


What form this effect 
will take is anybody's 
guess at the moment. The 
success of any new model 
can only be judged on 
sales figures and these will 
not be known for some 
months yet. But if the 
RE-5 finds a ready market, 
as early orders seem to 
indicate, it could well mark 
the beginning of a new era. 

The giant Japanese 
factory has certainly spare- 


d no expense in Its efforts 
to get a rotary-powered 
motor-cycle into product- 
lon. The Suzuki engineers 
had to overcome some 
quite staggering problems 
and succeeded only by 
developing a whole new 
range of peripheral tech- 
nologies. 

That they succeeded at 
all, Is a credit to their 
engineering ability. 

The cost of: producing 


the RE-5 can only be 
measured in millions of 
dollars. But Suzuki heads 
are confident that all this 
will be regalned once the 
motor-cycling public 
becomes accustomed to 
the very different appear- 
ance and characteristics of 
the machine. 


A PIONEER? 


There are those who are 
quick to dismiss the RE-5 
as the impracticable result 
of an adventure into 
advanced technology and 
others who hail it as the 
forerunner of a new age in 








two-wheel transport. But 
everybody must agree that 
this is a fascinating 
machine. z 

And, of course, it is no 
longer just a theory in the 
back of some engineers 
mind. The rotary Suzuki is 
now in full production in 
Japan and the first batch 
of 25 for the New Zealand 
retail market will probably 
have reached these shores 
by the time this magazine 
is on the streets. 

To ll intents and 
purposes, these are al- 
ready sold. But more will 
soon be on the way. New 
Zealand has been allocated 
25 a month — a restriction 
made necessary by the 
initial heavy demand 
throughout the world. 

The RE-5 will sell in New 
Zealand for $2,599 which, 
by today's standards, İs 
not unreasonable for a 


j machine of such a revolut- 


ionary nature. Although 
technically a 500 c.c. 
roadster, its power output 


” and other "vital statistics” 


place it in the 750 c.c. 


" class. As a comparison, 


the Suzuki GT750 two- 
stroke (triple currently 
costs $2075 but is expect- 
ed to rise shortly to about 
$2400. 

At the time of writing, 
there was Just one RE-5 in 
New Zealand — the 
demonstration model sent 
out for the technical 
seminars held thorughout 
the country to familiarise 
mechanics with the rotary 
engine. This machine 
ended up in the care of 
Tommy's Suzuki Centre in 
Christchurch and the 
managing director, Tommy 
McCleary jnr, was only too 











happy to let the machine 
out for a NZMCN road test. 

When the machine was 
first wheeled out of the 
showroom, it looked all 
power and purpose. It 
appeared to be longer than 
the usual tourer and that 
massive alloy rotary engine 
gleaming in the sun looked 
powerful enough to drive a 
truck. Subsequent testing 
indicated that it could well 
do this. But more of that 
later. 


ta WA 


The cylindrical Instrument housing cor 


The styling is very 
futuristic. The overall 
appearance is pleasing to 
the eye but the constant 
harping on the rotary 
theme İs a little overdone. 
Making the instrument 
panel container and tail 
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LE ROTARY... 





light tubular is, perhaps 
overdoing things a little. 


WEIGHT PROBLEM 


The RE5 is a big 
machine, and heavy, too. 
The claimed dry weight is 
507 lbs (230 kilograms), 
the same as that claimed 
for the GT750, but the 
actual weight, tanked up, 
Is closer to 560 Ibs. This İs 
particularly noticeable 


when one attempts to drag. 
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the rear wheel round by 
hand to get the bike into a 
corner of the garage. 

But once mobile, the 
impression of great weight 
disappears. The RE-5 
handles well at all speeds 
above walking pace. The 
centre of gravity looks high' 
but the Suzuki has a very 
balanced feel about it in 
spite of this. The seat is 
low and the riding position 
comfortable. 

For touring, it is difficult 
to imagine a more suitable 
bike. The rotary engine has 
very litle vibration and the 
power characteristics are 
perfect for touring. The 
width of the useable power 
band is incredible. In top 


from idling speed of 1500 
r.p.m. right through to the 
7000 r.p.m. danger line. 

Throttle, response is 
startling at maximum 


Its low speed pulling 
power is unequalled by any 
other roadster of com- 
parable size In existence. 
Although its top end 


stunning, it can top 110 
m.p.h. and cover a stand- 
Ing quarter-mile 
sec. 

The rotary is very much 
at home on: hill work. It 
can bound up all but the 
steepest of slopes in top 
gear and with the engine 
Idling in bottom can climb 
a one-in-three incline. 
Rotary engines are not 
known for engine braking 
but the Suzuki unit does 
provide reasonable retar- 


gear, the engine will pull £ 


torque revolutions of 3500. & 


performance Is less than |; 


in 13.2 - 


dation. If one allows the 
engine speed to drop too 
low while changing down, 
the rear wheel will skid if 
the clutch- is released 
suddenly. This has to be 
watched carefully, 
especially in wet condit- 
jons. 

With such a_ heavy 
machine, good brakes are 
essential. The Suzuki 
cannot be found lacking in 
this regard. The twin 
hydraulic discs at the front 
are powerful and require 
little effort to operate. The 
rear drum unit Is also more 
than equal to the task it Is 
intended for. 

On hot days, riding the 
Suzuki can become a little 
uncomfortable. The engine 
casts off a lot of heat and 
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much of this, perhaps 
because of the consider- 
able width of the unit, 
blows back onto the rider. 
This would obviously be a 
bonus point in winter or in 
cold climates. An auto- 
matic cooling fan is fitted 
to the right of the radiator 
and this Is very necessary 
to keep the engine tem-- 
perature down in slow 
moving city traffic. 

One of the most appeal- 
Ing aspects of the ‘rotary 
engine was supposed to be 
its simplicity and its 
compact : nature. The 
Suzuki unit is gulte the 
reverse. |t is a very 
complex machine indeed, 
far beyond the understand- 
ing of the average home 
mechanic. Even the two- 
barrel, two-stage carburett- 
or cannot be adjusted by 
anybody other than a 
qualifled expert. 





Suzukl's RE-5 rotary Is an exceptionally fine touring machine. 


HIGH STANDARD 


However, the standard 
of manufacture of the 
engine is such that it 
should not require a major 
overhaul for more than 
40,000 miles. One of the 
major teething problems 
was the high wear rate on 
the inner surface of the 
rotor housing. To over- 
come it, Suzuki perfected a 
new plating technique. 
Extensive testing has 
indicated that the engine 
will normally last the life 
of the motor-cycle. 

A micro-analyser is used 
to assess the molecular 
structure of the raw 
materials used and toler- 
ances within one- 
thousandth of a milli- 


meter are maintained. 
Because of the amount 
of heat generated by the 
cont on p.12 

















D V 





the meeting. The Te Aroha club 
must be the only club in the 
world that stages THREE semi 
finals. 

The whole meeting Was organ- 
ised into a knockout competition 
with every rider having at least 
two chances to qualify for the 
semi-finals. 

The idea of giving everyone 
two chances is a fair way of allow- 
ing à second chance to a rider 
whose machine breaks down in 
the qualifying heats and also 
gives the lower grade riders two 
good rides for the day. 


- Here comes Heath 

Robinson chewing up 

the dirt on his ZI... | 
--Huh?? .. 


A Dubious Report From JEFF CROSS 
The Te Aroha club's track on the showgrounds must have the 
longest, fastest and dustiest main straight in the country. If it hadn't 
been so bumpy, a TZ 700 Yamaha with knobblies would have been 
the ideal machine for the Champion Spark Plugs sponsored meeting 
held on February 15. But as it turned out, it was a Kawasaki ZI 900 
that took the honours in one race, closely followed by a i Honda CB 





0. 5 

Perhaps you're a little confus- 
ed. You thought this was a moto 
cross report. You're right, it is. 
And | kid you not, that ZI act- 


ually won itself a moto cross race. 


A race for street machines was 
sandwiched between the day's 
two main events, not even trail 
bikes were allowed to enter. It 
proved to be a big attraction and 
as the fair-dinkum race progres- 


sed, even İvan Miller watched in 
amazement as these "gigantic" 
roadsters hurtled down the str- 
aight. Watching the Kawasaki 
and the Honda and gasping in 
disbelief, | was too pre-occupied 
to notice who or what came third. 
How theriders managed to stay 
aboard I'll never know. 

The race for street bikes was 
not the only unusual aspect of 
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Desler “enquiries welcomed 





Riders were divided evenly 
into heats with Ivan Miller, 

Peter Ploen, Moss Smith, Laurie- 
Love, and Les O'Brien all win- 
ning their respective heats. 
After a short break three repec- 
hage heats were held for non- 
qualifiers. 

Brian Martin on a canti- 
lever Yamaha won his heat eas- 
ily and was assured of a place in 
the finals after he had lost a chain 
in his earlier qualifying heat, At 
about this time of the day the 
track started to lose most of its 
greenness and clouds of dust fil- 
led the air making it difficult for 
the slower riders to see - and in 
turn difficult for the leaders who 
were lapping the tail enders after 
only two or three laps, 

In the semi-finals there were 
no surpriseswith Miller winning 
the first, Ploen winning the sec- 
ond'and Martin winning the 
third. 

The dust was now beginning 
to take its toll and riders were 
careering off the track and land- 
ing unexpectedly in the many 
drops and holes much to the de- 
light of the crowd, 

The Champion Spark Plugs 
final was of two 20-minute legs 
The entry was decreased from 
30 riders to 24 due to the dusty 
conditions that prevailed. In the 
first leg Miller with his Suzuki 
RN 400 on full song won easily 
from Ploen, also on a RN 400. 
Martin came in a good third. 
Ploen rode the whole 20 minutes 
withonly one shock absorber as 
one broke on the very first lap- 
fortunately it was not a demand- 
ing track and he managed to 
keep the throttle on fairly well 
for an easy second placing. 

Moss Smith, whose Yamaha 
is now tuned by ace tuner Trevor 
Discombe, was going very quickly 


. down the main straight, How- 


ever he was let down by a minor 
point ..... his handlebar clamps 
came loose somehow and at times 
it looked like Moss was trying to 
copy Trevor Discombes road 
racing position. He settled for 
fourth place behind Martin, 
The second leg of the final was 
a different set up completely. 
Peter Ploen had fitted a new 
shock and was: looking for a 
win this time, 

The first turn led into a gull 
ey and the field plunged through 
this without a moment's hesitat- 
ion, Only two riders failed to 





PHIL TURNBULL SUZUKI RH250 








KAWASAKI: 
~ Centre ` 


Sales Serv ce Spares 


s ELLICE STREET, -. -o ,-L.M.V.D. 
WELLINGTON (City Side opp. Basin eserve) 


GOODİYEAR 


MOTORCYCLE TIRES 
> Goodyear — American 


in equivalent of:- 


410 X 18 - - - 425/85 X 18 


EAGLE SERIES 


380 by 19 Front 


A high performance street bike tyre that shrugs 
off bumps and potholes. 


The 90 series low profile design provieds extra 
Four nylon cord plies provide super 


resists heat 
build up during high speed cruising. A computer 
designed over-the- shoulder tread pattern provides 
added traction on turns and longer wearing 
qualities, 


Now In Stock 
DEALERS INQUIRIES WELCOME 





“CALLENDER MOTOR 
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HONDA 


CYCLES (W/Sale) LTD. 


93 St. Aubyn St. 








No TIN 
AUCKLAND 


* BEST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to better our rates. 


BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best. 


BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 
wezranty 





BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
lowest charge out rate in 
Auckland 


BEST TRADE-INS Come and 
haggle a price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining. 













EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 
20 Jellicoe Rd Panmure 
Ph 574-723 576-721 


A BETTER DEAL 
FROMA 
BEFTER DEALER 







' differential 





Suzuki RES rotary cont 
from p.9 


single rotor engine, the 
cooling system plays an 
important role. Like the 
rest of the bike, it İs 
somewhat complex. A dual 
system is used, with water 
cooling for the outside 
housing and oll cooling for 
the internal engine parts. 

The water flows from the 
radiator past the pilot 
ignition side of the motor 
housing and then circulat- 
es past the relatively cool 
port side. This helps 
reduce the temperature 
between the 
two sides. The cooling oll, 
which also serves for 
lubrication, passes 
through its own cooling 
radiator located below the 
water radiator. 


TWIN-SHELL EXHAUST 


The gasses exhausted 
by the rotary engine are of 
an extremely high temper- 
ature and this has to be 
reduced before they leave 
the exhaust system. The 
two exhaust pipes feature 
twin shell construction. 
Fresh air is introduced 
through openings at the 
front of each outer shell. 
This air cools the exhaust- 
ed gas in the inner shell 
along the length of the 
pipe and is finally mixed 
with it just before it 
reaches the muffler tip. 

As well as lowering the 
temperature of the exhaust 
gasses to an acceptable 
level, the unusual exhaust 
system also provides an 
important silencing effect. 

Very accurate ignition 
timing is necessary for the 


6 8 SECONDS 14 16 





the gallon which Is better 
than a lot of the big 
two-strokes can manage. 
The 3.7-gallon (17-litres) 
fuel tank gives the bike a 
range of about 150 miles, 
less if ridden hard. 

An electric starter is the 
only means of firing up the 
motor, although a kick 
lever can be fitted as an 
optional extra. 

The five-speed gearbox 
is the same as that used 
for the  GT750 and, 
although not achieving 
quite the high standards of 
the engine, is perfectly 
adequate. There was a 
slight clunkiness in the 
lower ratios of the unit on 
the test machine 


18 20 


An acceleration graph prepared from figures obtained at an English 
proving ground. The terminal speed differs slightly from that claimed 


by the manufacturer. 


rotary engine and this is 
provided by the capacitator 
discharge system. A speed 
relay and vacuum switch 
installed inside the 
mechanism are linked to 
permit. feedback to the 
ignition switch. A double 
point system is utilised in 
order to provide optimum 
sparking throughout the 
speed range. 

Although essentially a 
750 tourer, the RE-5's 
single châmber has an 
actual capacity of 497 c.c. 
the Maximum horsepower 
is 62 at 6500 r.p.m. This 
compares very favourably 
with — the brake 
horsepower of the Suzuki 
GT550 and even the 67 
brake horsepower of the 
GT750. 


Maximum torque of 
54.9ft-lbs o (7.60kg-m) s 
achieved at only 3500 


r.p.m. 
Overall, the Suzuki will 
average about 40 miles to 


The instrumentation and 
detail work on the RE-5 are 
quite outstanding. The 
instrument panel contain- 
ed within the cylindrical 
casing on top of the 
headlight provides & 
wealth of information. As 
well as the usual speedo- 


meter and rev counter, 
there is a temperature 
gauge, a digital gear 


change indicator and a row 
of six coloured lights. The 
low-fuel lamp, the low-oil 
and oil pressure indicators 
are alongside the turn 
signal repeater, main beam 
and neutral bulbs. 

When the machine Is not 
In use, a transparent cover 
closes over the panel. This 
Is released when the 
Ignition key is turned Into 
the first position, enabling 
the varlous circuits for the 
warning lights to be 
checked before the further 
twist of the key enlivens 
the Ignition. 





More than four years of 
labour have gone into 
developing, designing and 
producing the RE-5. It all 
started when a licensing 


contract to manufacture 
rotary engines was 
concluded with NSU- 


Wankel in November, 1970. 
But thetime has been well 
spent. 

Pre-production models 
of the RE-5 covered more 
than a million miles in 
testing under all temper- 
atures and conditions. The 
engines have also been 
subjected to 24-hour, 100- 
day dynomometer tests. 
They came through all this 
with flying colours. 

If there are still some 
aspects of the Suzuki 
which would be improved 
with further refining, it is 
still a very appealing 
touring bike in its present 
form. The prospect of 
further rotary machines in 
different capacity classes 
is exciting indeed. 


[ed 

Grecficdi 

SUZUKI RES 
ROTARY . 


Engine type,  NSU-Wankel 
rotary combustlon; number of 
rotors, one; capacity, single 497 


c.c. [30.3 cu İn) chamber 
compression ratlo, 9.4 to 1; 
Ignition, electronic; maximum 


output, 63 b.h.p. at 6500 r.p.m.; 
maximum torque, o 54.9ft-ibs 
[7.60kg-m] at 3500 r.p.m.; 
maximum speed, 110-115 m.p.h. 
[176-184 k.p.h.); acceleration, 
standing start quarter mile in 
13.2 sec; transmission, five- 
speed constant mesh; clutch, 
wet multi plate; starter, electric; 
brakes, twin hydraulic discs at 
front and drum unit at rear; 
suspension, telescopic fork with 
hydraulic damper at front and 
swinging arm with. five-way 
adjustable hydraulic dampers at 
rear; tyres,3.25H 19 at front 
and 4.00H 18-4PR at rear; fuel 
capacity, 3.7 gallons [17 litres]; 
overall length, 87.4 In [2220mm]; 
overall width, 34.3in [870mm]; 
overall height, 46.1in [1170mm]; 








wheelba §9.1In [1500mm]; 
ground clearance, 6.7In 
(170mm); dry welght, 507ibs 
[230kg]. 
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Mighty Mauger unbeatable "^ 
pions series 


"e 


in World 


Cham 


[By ROD DEW] 


_ New Zealand's multiple world speedway champion Ivan 
Mauger is now assured of his second successive victory 
in the down under section of the World Champions” 


international series. 


With one 


round to go — at 


Auckland's Western Springs — he has 30 points from six 


> straight wins in the finals. 


Danish title-holder and 
former world champion Ole 
Olsen was the only rider 
within challenging dis- 
tance of Mauger when the 
sixth round was reached at 
Templeton. And he had to 
win this to keep his hopes 
alive. 

The former New Zealand 
grand. prix _ champion, 
Tommy McCleary jnr, 
offered $1000 to anybody 
who could break Mauger's 
fantastic winning streak in 
the final. Olsen obviously 
had hls sights set on this 
and he rode like a demon 
in the final. But after a 
narrow escape from hitting 
the safety fence in a 
do-or-die effort to get 
round Mauger on the 
Prison Bend, he decided to 
settle once again for 
second place. 


$1000 INCENTIVE 


And Tommy McCleary, 
who had offered the $1000 
in his capacity as manag- 
ing director of Tommy's 
Suzuki Centre, wiped his 
brow and put his cheque 
book in his pocket. After- 
wards, he said he had 


made the offer on the spur 









Ivan Mauger 


^ of the moment and had 


regretted it immediately 
afterwards. “The world 
troupe riders have been 
spending a lot of time at 
the shop and they have 
been doing all the Work on 
their bikes in my work- 
shop. One day over a cup 
of coffee, they were 
complaining about İvan 
monopolising all the prize 
money. | offered to give 


“any of them $1000 -if they 


could beat Ivan in the final 
at Templeton." 

The sixth round marked 
the introduction of two 
more riders to the troupe. 
Kiwi Gary Peterson, who 
rode so well in the test 
matches against Poland, 
was brought in as a 


replacement for the injured 
Ronnie Moore. Ronnie, 
incidentally, is continuing 
to make good progress and 
was expected home from 
Australia at the time of 
going to print. The other 
newcomer was the three- 
times Dutch champion, 
Henny Kroeze, who had 
been racing in Australia on 
his own account. 


MICHANEK INJURED 


He replaced  reigning 
world champion Anders 
Michanek (Sweden), who 
tumbled off a trail bike 
while riding on a beach 
outside of Perth a few days 
before the meeting. He 
broke three bones in his 
foot and might now miss 
the first few meetings of 
the northern season. 

Peterson settled in 
quickly and with nine 
points from the heats was 
the fourth highest scorer. 
However, he was eliminat- 
ed at the semi-final stage, 
finishing a close third to 
Swedish champion Tommy 
Janson and Olsen. Kroeze 
was a distant fourth. 

In the other semi-final, 
John Louis scored a 
brilliant win and looked to 
be one of those to beat in 
the final. Mauger was third 
for most of the race, only 
getting past fellow Kiwi 
world champion . Barry 


aS 





en 


Briggs on the last bend to 
claim second place. Had 
he left his run a fraction 
of a second later, Tommy 
McCleary would have been 
$1000 poorer. 

Instead, it was the great 
Briggo, again suffering 
from constant mechanical 
problems, who missed out 
on the final. 


MAUGER BEATEN 


Earlier in the night, 
Mauger had looked any- 
thing but unbeatable. In 
the fourth heat, he trailed 
all the way, only picking 
up third placing on the 
final bend when — you 
guessed it — Barry Briggs’ 
motor failed him. Olsen, 
who won, recorded 77 sec. 
This was later equalled by 
Mauger but remained the 
fastest time of the night. 

The final was an anti- 
climax, Mauger made the 
gate and, once through the 
first turn, never looked like 
being caught. Olsen lost 
his big chance when he 
muffed the start and was 


Mauger leads Jansson and Briggs in a World Champions’ round. 









last into the first bend. He 
made a tremendous effort 
to recover the lost ground 
but after his frightening 
near miss with the safety 
fence settled for the 
runner-up position in the 
final and in the serles. 

"| think there should be 
at least $900 for getting 
second,” the disappointed 
Dane said afterwards. “I 
tried so hard.” 

The World Champions 
Troupe was scheduled to 
have its eighth round at 
Wellington’s Te Marua 
track but at the eleventh 
hour the management 
decided against It. The 
final round will now take 
place -at Auckland on 
March 1. 

Points are: Ivan Mauger 
(NZ) 30, Ole Olsen (Den- 
mark) 18, Barry Briggs (NZ) 
13, Tommy Jansson 
(Sweden) 11, John Louis 
(England) 9, Egon Muller 
(West Germany) 7, Scott 
Autrey (United States) 6, 
Gary Peterson (NZ) 1, 
Henny Kroeze (Holland) 1. 





SAYS, — 


AND ROCK STEADY”. 


BIKES”. 


“THE RE5 IS DECEPTIVELY LIGHT ON ITS FEET, 
THE BEST HANDLING OF ALL JAPANESE SUPER Tü 


“IT’S A NEW. SENSATION 


——— —— WITH THE TACH NEEDLE AT 6,500 
THE REAR VIEW MIRRORS ARE CRYSTAL CLEAR 


SUZUKI RE5 ROTARY 


A RIDING EXPERIENCE YOU JUST WON'T BELIEVE 
THE AMERICAN PUBLICATION “HOT ROD”, ; 












PAPAKURA CLUB BEACH 
MEETING 

The Papakura Club's first 
beach meeting of 1975 very 
nearly did not happen. A 
strong onshore wind and a 
heavy swell caused by 
Hurricane Val made it 
impossible to get 'to, the 
usual venue. An alternative 
course was used, but 
straight’s of only %-mile 
were available. 

Entries were a little 
down In numbers and 
some of the machinery 
seemed to be suffering 
from the effects of two 
months lay-off, the last 
two races having only four 
finishes. 

Dave Muller carried on 
where he left. off last year, 
wiining the Scratch Race 
convincingly and scoring 
two second placings. The 
fourth race was particularly 
exciting with only a few 
feet separating the first 
four riders at the finish. 


Results: 


Race 1: Dave Muller, (250 
` Honda) 1; Ron -Ashley, 
(500 Suzuki) 2; Graham 
Brookes, (600 Norton) 3. 
Race 2: Dave Tomkins (250 
Suzuki) 1; Dave Muller 2; 
Bill Capper, (250 Suzuki) 3. 
Race 3: Peter Clarkson, 
(250 Honda) 1; Bryan 
Scoble, (250 Honda) 2; 
Colin Lancaster, (350 
J.A.P.) 3. Race 4: Peter 
. Clarkson, 1; Dave Muller, 
2; Dave Tomkins, 3. 


WOODLEY TO GO PRO? 


Blenheim road racer John 
Woodley, who came fifth 
equal with Ginger Molloy 
inthe 1973/74 500cc nat- 
ional road race champion- 
ships, has his Yamaha TZ 
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WORLD CHAMP ROUNDS 


The dates of this years 
world champlonship 
rounds are: French grand 
prix, March 28 and 30; 
Spanish grand prix, April 
19 and 20; West German 
grand prix, May 10 and 11; 
Italian grand prix, May 1 
Isle of Man T.T., June; 
Dutch grand prix, June 2 
Belgium grand prix, July 
6; Swedish grand prix, 
July 20; Finnish grand 
prix, July 26 and 27; 
Czechoslovakian grand 
prix, August 24; Yogos- 
lavian grand prix, Septem- 
ber 19 to 21. 








350 up for sale. He was 
- very disappointed in his 

showing this season but 

he has told NZMCN that 


racer Gary Boote avlates his first front wheel at 
In the Pegasus Drag Club's sprint meeting at 
f 10.9 sec on the TZ750 Yamaha — an 
— was the fastest of the day. And that 


Christchurch road 
the start of a run 
Ruapuna Park. Gary's run o 
average of 136 miles an hour 
Included cars. 

- With his bike up for sale, 

he has no plans to finish 
the remainder of this seas- 
on. His aim is to race in 
Europe, but for the immed- 
iate future he is looking to 
the next Marlboro series, 
Australia and, perhaps, S.E. 
Asia, 


MORE H-D'S COMING? 


The Harley Davidson imp- 
orters, Stichbury Distrib- 


ing on sponsorship at 
present and hopes to go 
professional road racing 
when he leaves the force. 

‘| learned this season 
that racing is only about 
6096 riding. Aptitude for 
doing the right things at 
the right time count for 
the rest’. 

But Woodley claims he 
also learned a lot about 
riding this season, partic- 
ularly from the American 
rider, Randy Cleek. 


‘I'm not giving up. | have 
given the matter some ser- 
ious thoght and have dec- 
dded that | have spent so 
much that | have got to 
keep going. So | am 
moving up to bigger mach- 
inery’. 

A lack of finance proved 
to be a big hurdle for the 
RNZAF man who will be 
quitting his employment 
next February. He is work- 


utors Ltd, have revealed 
that several inquiries have 
been made from riders 
who are interested in obt- 
aining one of the Italian 
machines. Most of the 
inquiries have been regard- 
ing the 250cc machines 
but it appears that Ginger 
Molloy is not the only 
Kiwi who wants one of 
the new 500's. 





WANT TO BUY OR SELL 
NZ MOTORCYCLE NEWS CLASSIFIEDS 


Post now to: 
CLASSIFIEDS, FOURMAN HOLDINGS LTD 


P.O. Box 1343, WELLINGTON 
Tick here 





$$. Reh GENES SE. qe 
' John Woodley heaves his bike onto the pick-up vehicle after 
suffering a mechanical failure at Ruapuna. 


8 Cents per word, 10 cents per word if we bill you later. Photographs 
$2.00 extra. Display classifieds normal advertising rates. 








a matter of cycle 
communication... 
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3; Hace Eight, cons 
Zu 1. O'Regan,1; M. West,2; 
PP. Parnham,3. Race 
mail bikes, Page, 1; G. 
2:iBlamey,3. Race 






Race 12, 250cc and over, 
Boyle,1; B. Martin, 2; W. 
Lambess, 3; Race 13, trail 
bikes, Page,1; Old,2; B. Benn- 
ett,3. Race 14) Open cons, 
; H. Cambell,2; 
. Race 15, 
n, Martini; 






Open irwitati 
Whitaker,2; Boyle,3. 





SAWYER MOTORCY! 
PH: 51308 


L.M.V.D. 


CLE CENTRE LTD. 
57492 


FOR SALE 


FOR SALE 


New tyres. Condition as new. 


John Woodley's Yamaha TZ350 road 





^ DOCE 


racer. This machine is being rebuilt 
from one end to the other and 
be sold with drum front brake fitted 
spare chambers and seat. There are 
some spares left in the list. Engine 
has been rubber mounted and Krober 
ignition is fitted. $2,500. If inter- 


Phone 81653. 





"^ WANTED ORNA 
Mechanic wanted. We have a pos- 
ition, available “for a, Motor 
Mechanic. -Duties -would include 
Cari and Motor Cycle’ Maintenance. 
The position is a great opportünity 
to gain experience with a N.Z? Dis- 
tributor. j 
First class renumeration would apply 
to the right applicant. 

Pleasant working conditions in a 
modern and clean Service Depart- 
ment, plus latest service equipment 
available, for all manufacturers we 


ested contact John at ERS, RNZAF. represent. 
Suzuki TM 250. D. Model. Woodbourne, Blenheim. Phone 89- APPLY TO: The Service Manager 
Converted to RH specifications. 089 ext 663 during working hours. Percy Col 


Percy Coleman & Co., Ltd. 318-338 


CONTACT: Bob Coleman, WANTED Victoria Avenue, Wanganui or ring 
& Co. Ltd. Phone 48599 Genuine Mettise frame preferably for further details - 48599. 
P.O. Box 1746. Wanganui complete with wheels, forks, fibre WANTED 
E c = glass etc. tank. Do not want motor ic rf 
H Motor cycle sidecar and/or chassis, 
or gearbox, Ring or write to Ray anything considered. - 
FOR SALE Johnston 201 Selwyn St, Timaru WRITE: House 23, R.D.3, Marton 


Telephone 3117. 


XL100 Trail 


The little Honda with the big heart. Sawyer Honda can now 
offer you the fabulous XL100 Trail, the machine with all the 
features of its bigger brothers and the same robust reliability 
that you expect from all Hondas. Come in for a test ride. 


SAWYER MOTOR CYCLE CENTRE LTD 





247 Cuba St. 


a 6 


Wellington. 
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"emerge ......... Miller and Love 
had locked bars. Within seconds 
Love was away again and chas- 
ing the field but obviously 
Miller's 400 is not as easy to start 
as Love's two-prod RH 250 
Suzuki. 

< Ploen was away leading the 
field at this stage and had three 
quarters of a lap lead on Miller 
by the time the latter was mobile 
again. But it was only a short 
time before Miller was cutting 
4 his way through ‘the field and 
charging full throttle through the 
| n dust, A lap didn't go by without 
y Miller passing someone on the 
track. E 
Moss Smith again had prob- 








IVAN MILLER, 
PETER PLOEN 
BRIAN MARTIN, 
MOSS SMITH, 
LAURIE LOVE, 
ALAN COLLISON, 
PAUL BICKNELL, 
PETER BOYLE, 



















lems and was back a little in the 
placings so it was Ploen still out 
in front with Martin holding on- 
to second place. Lap after lap 
Miller gained on Martin and 
Ploen and finally only two laps 
from the end he passed Martin 
and set out to catch the leaders. 
But enthusiastic yelling from the 
crowd could not give Miller 
enough speed to catch Ploen 
and he had to be content with 
a well-earned second place. 

So with a win and a second 
each Peter Ploen and Ivan Miller 
shared the Champion Spark 
Plugs first place. Miss'New 
Zealand was there to kiss both 
the boys or to cover her lipstick 
with dust and also present the 
Champion-supplied trophies. 


GRAND FINAL RESULTS 


SUZUKI RN 400, 1st= 
SUZUKI RN 400, 1st= 
YAMAHA YZ 360, 3rd 
YAMAHA 400M, 4th 
SUZUKI RH 250, 5th 
CZ 400, 6th 
YAMAHA YZ 250, 6th 
RH 250, 6th 
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12 Queen St Otahuhu 


[SHAFT 


. Wins on Kawasaki 


ALSO 
TRIUMPH AND NORTON 
FOR YOUR WINNER CONTACT THE GUYS AT 


| Shaft Motorcycles 


OH. Phone 62-535/61 -401 


mm mE EE NES eee ee ND ee ee NE 
Moto-Cross Boots-TT100 Tyres- 
Body Belts 
TRIUMPH,NORTON & LUCAS SPARES -By Mail Order 
Fast Return Service 


WE HAVE A LARGE RANGE OF IMPORTED AND LOCAL MOTORCYCLE SPARES 
AND ACCESSORIES ALWAYS IN STOCK' WE SPECIALIZE IN HIGH QUALITY 
EUROPEAN PRODUCTS. 
EG. *ITALIAN MOTOCROSS BOOTS (AS WORN BY JOEL ROBERT ETC) $82.85 pr. 
SIZES 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 
#ITALIAN BODY BELTS (8” WIDE, MULTIPLE FASTENING) $7.75 EA. 
*BORANI ALLOY RIMS (SUIT MOST JAPANESE & CONTINENTAL'MACHINES 
$21.70 EA. 
*TT100 TYRES — 4.10 x 18 AND 4.25 x 18 
*TRIUMPH, SUZUKI AND LAVERDA LEATHER KEY RINGS $1.45 EA. 
*TANK COVERS FOR ALL MODEL SUZUKIS — FROM $10.00 











THESE ARE JUST A FEW ITEMS IN OUR RANGE — WE HAVE MANY MORE 






SUZUKI 


ERIC WOOD 
MOTORCYCLES LTD 


39 Manchester St Phone 50795 


WRITE TO TODAY DON'T DELAY 


CHRISTCHURCH 
Em mm eee ee n es 0 

















HAMILTON MOTORCYCLE CLUB PRESENTS 


HAMILTON GRAND PRIX 
SAT. Sth APRIL 


Same ‘Round the Parks’ circuit. 











The last round of A.C,U. Points 
and 













NZ SIDECAR TT CHAMPIONSHIP 


Classes Catered For:- Sidecar 125cc 250cc 350cc 500cc Open Single Cylinder 


Send For Entry Form Now 


From D. McLaren. McLaren's Service Station. 
Naylor Street. HAMILTON 











the SUZUKI experts 


7-11 KINGS CRES, LOWER HUTT PHONE 660-599 


